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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES IN THE UNITED STATES 


On April 14 the ACLS announced a grant of $500,000 from the Ford 
Foundation for a program to encourage international scholarly congresses in 
the humanities and social sciences to meet in the United States. The program 
is designed to cover a period of from five to ten years. It will be administered 
by the ACLS in cooperation with the Social Science Research Council. 


Since World War II only one international congress of special concern to 
the ACLS and SSRC membership has met in the United States: the Congress 
of the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, held 
at Philadelphia in September 1956. Although scholars throughout the world 
have wanted to meet here, American scholarly societies do not have the funds 
to defray the costs of such meetings. Unlike their counterparts abroad, they 
have no access to public funds traditionally available for cultural purposes. 


The new grant will be under the direction of a joint steering committee 
composed of Frederick Burkhardt, President of the ACLS; Pendleton Herring, 
President of the SSRC; Charles Frankel (Professor of Philosophy, Columbia 
University), ACLS representative; Donald R. Young (President, Russell Sage 
Foundation), SSRC representative; and John W. Gardner, President of the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. Selections under the grant will be 
festricted to broadly significant conferences which have the official sponsorship 
of a constituent society of the ACLS or the SSRC. 
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The grant is not to be used to cover all of the expenses of a congress. In 
effect, it makes possible the issuance of an invitation by guaranteeing the costs 
of a meeting, the largest part of which is for travel; but the sponsoring 
organization will be encouraged to undertake a vigorous search for funds from 
other sources. It is anticipated that these supplementary funds will be made 
available by private industries, foundations, and specialized groups interested in 
the subject matter of particular conferences. 


Successful operation of this program will have the dual advantage of 
bringing a number of American scholars into contact with scholars from other 
countries and of making it possible for influential and articulate groups of 
scholars from other countries to become acquainted at first hand with 
scholarly life and institutions in the United States. 


TRAVEL GRANTS TO INTERNATIONAL CONGRESSES 


Since the beginning of the 1957-1958 fiscal year, the ACLS has had 
available limited funds to provide travel grants for a few scholars invited to 
participate in international congresses outside the United States. In all but 
a few instances—and those only when the discipline or area concerned fell 
outside the interests of the constituent societies—recommendation of partici- 
pants has been left in the hands of the societies. The awards cover only 
round-trip tourist air or cabin-class steamship fare. 


American scholars were enabled to participate in a number of congresses 
held prior to April 1, 1958. Subsequent awards will be announced at a later 
date. 


Union Académique Internationale, Brussels, Belgium, June 10-14, 1957: Curt 
Buhler (Pierpont Morgan Library) and Rensselaer Lee (Princeton Uni- 
versity ) 


1st International Conference on Theatre History, Venice, Italy, July 20-28, 
1957: A.M. Nagler (Yale University) 


XIlIth International Congress.of Linguists, Oslo, Norway, August 4-10, 1957: 
Joshua Whatmough (Harvard University) 


VilIth Biennial Congress of the International Institute of Ibero-American 
Literature, San Juan, Puerto Rico, August 28-30, 1957: Theodore 
Andersson (Modern Language Association of America) 


XXIVth International Congress of Orientalists, Munich, Germany, August 27- 
September 4, 1957: W. Norman Brown (University of Pennsylvania), 
Albrecht Goetze (Yale University), E. Adelaide Hahn (Hunter College), 

and Julius Lewy (Hebrew Union College) 


eet hey ae ta ibed sate ws os a an aN a SL: “a Se ae Pee yaa 

a0 =“ : Rea he a pe | a ‘= eet. Seat ae 
Pe. Ire Bee BR pin sels." deere ca Mn ireton a a ~ Sa a i aoe” 

oes me) ee ee ae ets aa ba eet a aR 

ek aes St hg Bat : erie ‘ A : = : 

are : : 

“ee 

= am 

e. 

: 

“s eee 

: we 

X 

* 

= 

‘ : | 

‘i 

ae 

3 

Ey 

amt, 

: St 
i 

ae 

Ta 

[2 

2 it 

ia 

“ 

5 ee 

oe 

= I 

- 

i ; 

ag 

=a 

Noa 

a 

; E 

: 

aay 

fie 

ae 

oe 

3 

os 

. ia 

a 

i 

e 

Sf 

ae. I 

oy 

oe 

a ( 

Peds 

aa 

ee 

eee I 

a= 

Pir 

Be Ba 

yes 

es } 

eo 

a 

an 

Rec 

a 

aS 

wie: 

tenres a «eae Vis os a diet: Me Oe eae ae Se ee ge 

leet Bec Be rae Ga aeaner = ce. ae came: ae Sere ia es 
ea ¥ =e De eee Teak! | fe ea + ae Be sana: 

een es SCC dee Ce ee a e.: ee Seaea! ot 

za ae * ae De. eel ee ee ieee Tk “a ae =) (gee oe Te | ees 


e), 


ACLS NEWSLETTER 3 


Xth Conference of Junior Sinologues, Marburg-an-der-Lahn, Germany, Sep- 
tember 5-12, 1957: L. Carrington Goodrich (Columbia University) 


[Ith Luso-Brazilian Colloquium, Lisbon, Portugal, September 9-15, 1957: 


Howard F. Cline (Library of Congress), Gerald Moser (Pennsylvania 
State University), and Carleton Sprague Smith (New York Publio 
Library ) 


Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas, Birmingham, England, September 10-13, 
1957, and International Congress of the Four Gospels, Oxford, England, 
September 16-17, 1957: Ernest C. Colwell (Emory University) and 
Merrill M. Parvis (Emory University) 


International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies, Paris, France, 
September 16-20, 1957: Frederick Burkhardt (ACLS) and Paul Henry 
Lang (Columbia University) 


International Conference of Comeniologues, Prague, Czechoslovakia, September 
24-26, 1957: Paul Garvin (Institute of Languages and Linguistics, 
Georgetown University ) 


Executive Council meeting of the International Music Libraries, Kassel, Ger- 
many, September 30-October 4, 1957: Richard S. Hill (Library of 
Congress) 


Royal Anthropological Institute Symposium on “‘The Artist in Tribal Society,” 
London, England, October 16-17, 1957: Dorothy Leadbeater (New 
York City) and Phillip H. Lewis (Chicago Natural History Museum) 


International Symposium on the History of Eastern and Western Cultural 
Contacts (Japanese National Commission for UNESCO), Tokyo, Japan, 
October 28-November 2, 1957: Earl H. Pritchard (University of 
Chicago) 


Conference on Exchange of Publications and Cultural Information, Tokyo, 
Japan, November 4-11, 1957: Alice D. Ball (United States Book 
Exchange) 


IXth Pacific Science Congress, Bangkok, Thailand, November 18-December 9, 
1957: Denzel Carr (University of California at Berkeley) and Peter 
Gosling (University of Michigan) 


XIlIth Conference of Pacific Institutes, Lahore, Pakistan, February 6-14, 1958: 
Bernard Fall (Howard University) and H. Arthur Steiner ('Jniversity of 
California at Los Angeles) 
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REGIONAL ASSOCIATES 


The interest stimulated by the references to Honors Programs in an 
earlier Newsletter (Vol. VIII, No. 4) and the developing concern throughout 
the nation with ways to encourage and challenge the superior student prompts 
publication of these additional accounts of such programs in other institutions, 
both state and private. 


For some years BRYN MAWR COLLEGE has offered an Honors Program 
for superior students in their senior year. One-quarter of the year’s program 
is devoted to a single topic in the major field, is planned as individual work, 
and regularly requires progress reports and the preparation of an Honors 
paper. The purpose is less to cover a wide range of subjects than to develop 
critical and analytical ability. This program affords an excellent opportunity 
for development and aids the student effectively in preparing for graduate 
study. 


BOSTON COLLEGE has inaugurated a new Honors Program in the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences. An Office of Special Programs has been opened 
in the College to provide specialized consultations for academically su- 
perior students. Three professors, one from the Classics, one from English, 
and one from Modern Languages, have been appointed to this Office. 


RANDOLPH-MACON COLLEGE first adopted an Honors Plan in 1926. 
Application for honors work may be made at the end of the sophomore or in 
the course of the junior year. A candidate for honors must do all her work 
in one subject, but this subject may be interdepartmental. The manner in 
which the honors work is to be carried on is determined by the department, 
which may either provide seminars or adopt the conference method. A thesis 
or completed project is required as is an oral examination. The latter is in 
addition to the comprehensive major examination required of all seniors. 


The recent stiffening of admission requirements for MARY WASHING- 
TON COLLEGE of the University of Virginia will result, within a few years, 
in students of higher caliber in the upper classes. In anticipation, the cur- 
riculum is being revised to offer greater stimulus to the advanced student. 
Plans of the Department of History provide an illustration of one of the 
methods to be used toward this end. The College as a whole offers an Honors 
Program which has been in operation for ten years. It extends over a full 
academic year plus summer reading. A paper of considerable length and ex- 
aminations, both oral and written, are among the requirements. The Depart- 
ment of History will continue to encourage students to enter the Honors 
Program, but it is prepared, in addition, to offer a program for Reading 
in Honors which will not include the research paper. 


The UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS has had an Honors Program for 4 
number of years and is now planning its expansion. A first step in this direc- 
tion is an attack on the problem of how adequately to stimulate the superior 
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student on the freshman-sophomore level, thus preparing the way for a stronger 
program on the upper division level. Supported by two special funds, an 
experimental program was launched in 1955 which has been singularly suc- 
cessful. High school principals each year nominate the best of their graduating 
seniors. From these nominees a University committee selects, after testing, 
a smaller number to be brought to the University for interviews and for 
final selection of honors scholars. These students are assigned to members 
of the College Administrative Committee (the Dean, his assistant, and six 
elected members of the faculty of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences) 
for special advising. The Committee permits the students to take more than 
the normal load of courses, including some not normally open to freshmen. Of 
the students chosen in 1955, the great majority attained junior standing after 
three semesters. Two of them advanced to senior standing after four semesters 
and during the summer school of 1957 were permitted to enroll in advanced 
mathematics and psychology courses normally open to graduate students only. 
The departments, alert to this student response, are now offering honors sec- 
tions in English, mathematics, German, French, Spanish, general biology, eco- 
nomics, psychology, western civilization, chemistry, physics, speech, and 
zoology. In each instance this means that the department makes available 
the best of its teaching force to teach what are without a doubt the best of 
its students. 


As a result of recent standardization of Honors procedures among the 
various departments in the School of Arts and Sciences at INDIANA UNI- 
VERSITY, beginning in 1961 no student will be granted a degree with 
Honors who has not successfully completed a special program of study within 
his department. This emphasis on independent study has been extended even to 
freshman courses. The Departments of English, Government, Chemistry, 
Economics, History, French and Italian, and Psychology have all instituted 
special small sections in basic courses, so that students of high ability may 
progress rapidly in a short period. An Interdepartmental Honors Colloquium 
has also been instituted in which superior students, nominated by their de- 
partments, participate in the study of a significant issue, or theme, under 
the guidance of three or four faculty members from different departments 
of the college. Last semester the Colloquium dealt with “Darwin and His 
Influence.” 


EARLHAM COLLEGE is also standardizing its qualifications for Honors. 
In addition to stressing a high grade-point average for all subjects, the new 
plans require demonstration of distinction in the execution of some project 
of independent work of creditable dimension. Earlham has also begun a three- 
year experiment with a so-called Master Tutorial for ten top-ranking junior 
students who will spend the second semester of their junior year working 
under a tutor on some broad project of their own choice, which they must 
present in outline form when they make application. They are not required 
to attend any classes or lectures but are encouraged to sit in on any that have 
some relevance to their own aims. 
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CENTRAL MISSOURI STATE COLLEGE has announced an Honors 
Program, beginning at the freshman year. The College expects to accept 
for this program only 30 to 35 students out of a freshman class of over 
1,000. Once in the program, the student will be assigned to special sections 
of beginning courses, placed in advanced courses, and given independent work. 


An Honors Program is expected to be in operation at the UNIVERSITY 
OF WYOMING in the fall semester of this year. 


The College of Liberal Arts of the UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, 
realizing that only the wealthier institutions have been able to afford tutorial 
and honors programs for the student of unusual ability, has endeavored to 
design a low-cost program to challenge the superior undergraduate and to 
broaden the scope of his education. The project, known as the Scholars’ Pro- 
gram, was begun in 1953. At the beginning of each academic year, freshmen 
who have placed above the ninetieth percentile in university entrance tests 
are invited to participate. The group at present numbers 25. During the 
freshman year, the scholars are registered in a section of English for advanced 
students and, in addition select two of their regular freshman courses in which 
to perform a supplementary hour’s work each week under the direction of the 
department chairman. In the sophomore year the scholars select three of their 
regular courses for individual work. In the junior year they enroll for a 
“Scholars’ Course” in the history of ideas. During one semester of the senior 
year, each scholar engages in a research project in his major field of study under 
the direction of a member of the graduate faculty; in the other semester he 
enrolls in a course designed for graduate students only. This formal train- 
ing is supplemented by active participation in the special offerings of the 
College. The scholars are expected to attend lectures, concerts, open forums of 
public opinion, art exhibitions, plays, and music recitals. At special luncheons 
or dinners they meet every distinguished visitor to the campus. The purpose 
of this portion of the program is to broaden their cultural interests and to 
reveal to the students the extent of the liberal arts field. The faculty is presently 
engaged in evaluating the effectiveness of this program. Of the first four 
graduates, one is now a graduate student in history at the University; another 
has received a scholarship to study at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
a third is a Fulbright Fellow in France; and a fourth holds a Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship at Cornell University. 


The UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN has also inaugurated an Honors 
Program which promises significant strides in the education of superior students. 
During its first year of operation, the Program has enrolled 153 gifted students, 
selected either because they were award winners or certificate holders of the 
National Merit Award Contest or because of outstanding high school per- 
formance coupled with exceptional ratings in a complex battery of tests. On 
the average, each candidate takes half of his freshman work in special Honors 
sections, ranging in size from about 6 to 24 students. These sections are now 
offered in anthropology, astronomy, botany, chemistry, English, fine arts, geog- 
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raphy, geology, great books, history, mathematics, philosophy, political science, 
psychology, sociology, speech, and zoology. The legislation setting up the pro- 
gram called for a full four-year plan for honors students, and the University is 
now engaged in intensive studies looking toward the solution of problems pre- 
sented by the third and fourth years. Concrete proposals already made for the 
sophomore year include special sections for honors students, the possibility of 
tutorial instruction, and interdepartmental honors courses. 


The College of Liberal Arts, Business and Public Administration, and 
Education at the UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA offers students an oppor- 
tunity to enroll as candidates for College Honors. In general, this form of 
study involves student initiative, a comprehensive point of view, and the 
capacity to interrelate materials in closely allied fields. It includes, among 
other things, a survey of the history and literature of the subject, inspection 
of important materials omitted in the student’s election of major courses, and 
a review of the basic facts and principles. Students meet frequently, either 
individually or in small groups, with a faculty member for advice and guidance. 


The UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS has had an Honors Program in the 
College of Arts and Sciences for the past three years. Initially begun in the 
junior year as a departmental program which varied widely among departments, 
it is now being extended into the first two years and connected with the 
general education program. Special sections have been organized for the 
better students in freshman English, mathematics, western civilization, and 
world literature; and other advanced sections probably will be opened. The 
first of what it is hoped will be a series of interdepartmental colloquia is now 
being held. 


The English Department at COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY has in- 
stituted an Honors Program on the undergraduate level with a number of 
honors projects and a colloquium. 


The Arts and Sciences College of the STATE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH 
DAKOTA inaugurated a new Honors Program in September 1957. Under the 
previous program, honors had been conferred largely on a grade-average basis. 
Now, the honors candidate must attend a semester-long Honors Seminar some- 
time during his last two years and, to became an Honors Curriculum Gradu- 
ate, he must also take 16 hours in the Division of Science and Mathematics, 20 
hours in Humanities, and 15 hours in Social Sciences. At the Honors Seminar, 
which meets one evening a week, discussion is centered around reading assign- 
ments in books designed for the intelligent layman. Each Seminar is attended 
by the Seminar Director and a visiting professor. The Seminar is not regarded 
as strictly an avenue toward graduation honors but as a way of bringing alert 
and capable students together to share ideas. 


MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY is going ahead in an experimental 
way with the beginnings of an Honors Program. First steps include a special 
Honors Section at the freshman level both in psychology and biology. An in- 


Bye aes omy eas oo <p tistete Same, 

* 
; 
i‘ 
ee e 
Me 
- : 
me 
pt “4 
yer A 
ns ‘ 
oy 
rk. : 
m, 
a ‘ 
py i 
PI : 
; 
- z 
‘ial y 
to * 
to e 
r0- : 
Ss 
sts id 
the “) 
ed 2 
ich £ 
Pa 5 
or i 
f 
der ‘ 
he : 
in- : 
the M 
7 
of 
ons : 
* - 
tly 2 
our ae: 
her Es 
gy: e 
i eS 
10Fs s 
nts. - 
wr: fe 
iG 
on * 
On is 
es 
10Fs = 
10W : 
a 
st 
i. 
Uy 
ee, 
aac 
ie 
; eX 
is as a ae, Se 7 (8 eee 2 ee © Oe ee Bis 

gee uae Be a ae eae yo ae 

Se hake P ha “te ei ee a Bie Bee age 


8 ACLS NEWSLETTER 


terdisciplinary course in the theory of evolution is being offered by instructors 
in the Psychology and Philosophy Departments. 


Before the Liberal Arts faculty at the STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
is a proposal that a College-wide Honors Program be established for outstanding 
undergraduates. This responsibility has for some time received the attention 
of some departments and many members of the faculty, but it is now argued 
that the College as a whole must make systematic provision for identifying 
and counseling superior students and ensure, so far as possible, that high 
abilities are adequately challenged and rewarded at all stages of work. It is 
hoped that the program may be put into initial limited operation in September 
1958, with the assignment of top-ranking freshmen to special advisors and 
the admission of qualified upperclassmen to candidacy for Honors in such de- 
partments as are prepared to accommodate them. 
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